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1. Historical Context

606 BC — First deportation to Babylon 586 BC - Temple is destroved

1* Return (536 BC) Zerubbabel leads some Jews back to Jerusalem to rebuild the
temple. (Ezra 1-6) 50,000 captives return with him = 2% of population.
516 BC - Temple construction completed
478 BC - Esther is made queen of Persia and saves the Jews from an annihilation
decree.
2™ Return (458 BC) Ezra brings a second group of exiles home and leads a great
spiritual revival in Jerusalem (Ezra 7-10) 1500 men and families

3 Return (444 BC) Nehemiah’s group comes back to rebuild Jerusalem's walls.
(Nehemiah 1-13)

445 BC - Complete the wall in a record 52 days.
What's up with the 70 years?
Timeline

e i pessar 606 BC - 1" deportation 536 - 1" Return = 70 yrs.

Termpte echuin Tara arvives Nehorn

in Jeruasdem rebullos wat 586 BC - Temple destroyed 516 - Temple reconstructed = 70 yrs.

2 Chron. 36:21 — Land required a Sabbath cvery 7* year
Missed for 500 years = 70 years of back Sabbath

2. Overview

Nehemiah
Rebuilding the walls (12-7) Reforming the Community (8-13)

Return Ill (1&2) Rebuild (3-7) Renew (8-10) Restore (11-13)

a.Sad information (1)  a. Erecting defences (3) a. Scripture a. Dedication of wall (11-12)

- Complete the work communicated (8) - a listing of residents (11)
b. Encountering difficulties (4-6) b. Sin confessed (g) - Dedication party (12)

- Criticism (4:1-6) ¢. Submission b. Final issues/reforms (13)

- Prays

b. Secret inspection (2)

- Permission - Gossip in ranks (4:7-23) covenanted (10) - Misappropriated funds
- Draining Complaints (5:1-13) - Desecrated Sabbath

- Personal Temptations (5:14-19) - Mixed marriages
(6) - Neglected duties

- Safe passage
- Inspects the wall

- Devises a plan - Slander
- Intimidation  (6)

-Threats (6)
c. Enlist and organize the people (7)
- Install leaders (7)
- Organize guard (7)
- List exiles (7)




“So the wall was completed on the 25™ of Elul, in 52 days. When all our enemies heard about this, all the
surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been
done with the help of our God.” Neh. 6:15&16

3. Why study this book?

What we learn from studying the book of Nehemiah

1. The Lord hears prayer (Neh. 1:4-6).

2. The Lord works providentially, especially through powerful rulers, to
bring about his greater purposes (e.g., Neh. 2:8).

3. The Lord protects his people; therefore, they do not need to be

afraid (Neh. 4:14).

4. The Lord is merciful and faithful to his promises despite his people’s
persistence in sin (Neh. 9:32-35).

5. Worship is at the center of the life of God’s people, and it includes
the willing, joyful giving of their resources (Neh. 10:32-39).

6. God’s people need to be on their guard against their own moral
weakness (ch, 13).

| JERUSALEM IN THE TIME OF NEHEMIAH (C. 444-420? B.C.)

Jensalem was destroyed by the Babyanizrs in 585 s Upon their retum from esila in 535 .., the fews, under

the leadership of Zenybbabel and feshua, first restored the Jtar and then haid the foundation of the temple Twenty The Tower of Hanand, the Tower of the Hundred, the
yaaes later, in 516,84, the temple was rebuit. This time period |5 referred ta as the Second Temple period Sheep Gate, the Gate of the Guard, and the Coenar Tower
Later on, and under very difficult Greumaances, Nehemish testored the Gty vl This is described in grest detal in added strength to the northern wak of the Temple Mount,
ch. 3. There is ample archaeclogical eidence, both positive and regatie, ta show that only the Eastem Hil of which also senved as the nonhern dty wal in this area
Jerusalem was fortified ot that time and that the easter wal of the ity vias built Figher up the slope than the

pretous wall, 4o that the ity was smafier than that of Solaman,

The Temple and the altar were sebuilt o after the return

The Valley Gate (2:13, 15; 3:13), the remains

of which wire excanated in 1924, was part of Sheep Gate !mm enb._the d_menso’emz of the temple, ghen as 60 cubits

the western oty wall. The ather gates and the (rvidden from wew} 150 feet 27 m) high and wid (Ezra 6:3), pecbably reter 1o

Tower of the Ovens, mentianed in chs. 3 and 12, these of the porch, {For 2 cutaway hustragian of the temple,

are iramested (01 the archaeclogal recoed, S wep8il)

Eut are placed in the draving in the oder in the Hundred
The Western Hill s not ocoupied at this tme. However, vihich Nebermiah records them of. The Temple Mount /s
the nins of the Broad Wall (3:8; 12:38), the Middle Gate Tower NS t , Gate of the Guard restored by Neheniz o ?al ol
(ct Jex 3%:3), and the destropad howses senainad pant of Hananel \ | the furtification of Jerusalem.
the landscape of Jerusalem. This area was not rebut until ins of the Fish Gate \ I / Corner Tower
the middie of the seood century 84 The &c;adwal m“‘i"“"‘m  Gate of Yesharah | ™ 3 b, ~/ — /

Muster Gate
(Feciden from view)

,/‘

Remans of ancent walks used

The Sifoam Pool was 3g3n used as the cly's 2 to suppoet agricidtural terraces.
‘water scurce, Theve is no menticn in ch, 3 of the > P >
Ging Speng, probably because it was ro & ~
- gfo;(d(:’:b";:;,fz:;: mEabg ke e % | L L The cenral saction of the easteen city wall
il o Wisl » [ vz bt igker up the hill than the wall that
® preceded it, The two ponts where the néw
B 0 & wiall diverted from s coginal course were
" o B f from the city, ; each called the huwess” (3119, 24, 25)

The Fountain Gate (2:14, 315,
12:37) was boxated in the southem part
af the eastern wall, presumably dose to
the Sikzam Podl.
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